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a religious or political system; it was merely quality,
talent and ability, and had also in it a code of forma-
lities and traditions. Ibn Qutaiba, in his book Uyun
al-Akhbar, reserves a chapter for chivalry and its
manners, and cites, with regard to its origin and con-
vention, some well-known statements. As for Chris-
tian chivalry, it did not flourish and become well-
established and, in addition to its military character,
become a political and social system with established
principles and conventions with which were incorpo-
rated rights and duties before the eleventh century.
Nobility, as we have seen, was the basis of chivalry
and its foremost characteristic. The distinction bet-
ween the nobles and the masses, in the first stages of
feudalism, was generally obscure, but it advanced since
the inheritance of the allotted lands became an estab-
lished right and finally became the basis for the
classification of people in strong classes which were the
most prominent element in the society of the Middle
Ages. Nobility is formed of two different elements :
(1) the inheritance of the land with all its obligations
to accomplish important duties, and (2) capacity to
fight on horse-back or in other words chivalry. The
second quality implies the idea of property also. It
implies the ability to possess the expensive arms re-
quired for the accomplishment of the knight's duties.
The conjunction of this idea with that of land pro-
perty, and that of good birth, supplied the feudal prince
the services of an elite of combatants. This elite, with
their families, composed the highest aristocracy and
the strongest class in a barbarian society such as that
of the Middle Ages.
Nobility of birth led to the conversion of this
aristocracy to a class, in every sense of the word, which
the masses could not reach or join without many
difficulties and various formalities. One of the means
of joining nobility for the ordinary man was to buy a
farm to which the qualification of nobility: was attached